'A future generation will never understand the love which Osler's generation lavished on him, and the respect in which it held him. He was an outstanding figure in the medical life of his time, but it was not what he did for medical progress that made him great and loved. He was really and truly loved, because his qualities and abilities made him the central pivot round which the social medical life of two continents turned. ' Sir Arthur Keith of the Royal College of Surgeons of England' Sir William Osler is probably the best known physician in the English speaking world. He is certainly the most loved and best respected by the medical profession. Today the tendency is to revere the researcher, but Osler made no great discoveries, invent any new diagnostic tests, or introduce any new treatments. Certainly, his contributions to medical literature were prodigious, including some 1500 articles and his monumental textbook The principles and practice of medicine', which so influenced the late John D. Rockefeller to create the Rockefeller Institute of Medical Research in New York City. Osler's contribution to both undergraduate and postgraduate medical education was remarkable in that he almost single-handedly brought the teaching of medicine into the 20th century, and his humanitarian care of patients continues to make him the great role model in medical schools.
Early days in Dundas
Sir William Osler was born in Bond Head, a small village some 30 km north of Toronto, in 1849. His father was an Anglican Canon, who in 1857 was given the rectorship of Dundas, just outside the city of Hamilton (Figure 1 ). On the train down from Bond Head to Dundas young William developed croup, and his parents decided to postpone their journey and stay overnight in Toronto. It was as well that they did for the train they would have taken from Toronto was derailed and plunged over the bridge of the Desjardins Canal linking Burlington Bay with the town of Dundas. When the Oslers finally arrived in Dundas they established themselves in a comfortable house overlooking the valley town of then some 3000 habitants. Young William was sent to the Dundas grammar school, which occupied quarters in a building with the public school ( Figure 2 ). There William proved to be a holy terror, playing every conceivable prank on his teachers. Once he and his schoolmates locked a flock of geese in the public school room. Another time they unscrewed the desks and benches from the floor and hid them in the attic. The last straw was when young William and his high-spirited friends yelled disrespectful comments about the headmaster through a keyhole. Finally, William and his friends were expelled. On returning home, William reported joyously that he had 'got the sack'. So it was that in 1864 he was sent to a private school in Barrie, some 60 to 70 km north of Toronto.
Medical practice in Dundas
Canon Featherstone Osler continued to minister in the St James Anglican Church in Dundas for some 25 years. His mother Ellen Osler lived to be over a 100 years, and her home still stands in the town. Sir William returned briefly to his hometown after touring the European medical centres in 1874 to take over the work of a local practitioner. The first fee entered in Osler's account book reads, 'Speck in cornea ... 50<1:' -an entry which Harvey Cushing" records, 'he was known to point out to aspiring young M.D.'s in later years with a twinkle in his eye'. The premises where Osler practised in Dundas still stands. At this time Osler also did a locum tenens in the City Hospital in Hamilton, and while there made the acquaintance of members of the local profession, including Dr Archibald E Malloch, a graduate of Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, and one of Lord Lister's house surgeons in the Glasgow Royal Infirmary. In 1870 Dr Malloch introduced antiseptic surgery in the City Hospital, Hamilton, its first use in America, it is believed. There is an interesting letter from Lord Lister to Dr Malloch recorded in Godlee's biography of the former".
First publication
It is perhaps not known that Sir William Osler's first publication" which appeared in the British publication, Science Gossip, on 1 February 1869, was based on microscopic studies on algae in water collected in a marshy inlet of Lake Ontario at Dundas, called Coote's Paradise. He recorded:
'I saw the dim outline of some little creature kicking and struggling as though it were caught in a net. It turned out to be one of the Tarigarda, or little water-bears, that had got its feet entangled in the gelatinous tube of the Encyonema prostratum. It was with great difficulty that it freed itself from the jelly, and then it began its slow and stately walk, which formed such a contrast with the quick, lively movements of the animal-cules with which it was surrounded.'
The prose for an 18-year-old is appealing and pleasant, and a glint of the genius that was to follow in The evolution of modern medicine' and his 'lay sermons' in Aequantimitas and other addressee' books which should be on every doctor's bookshelf and recommended reading for every medical student. Regius Professor of Medicine at Oxford. They had been given to him by his late father, Lord Brain. A Dundas Osler Award was announced establishing an annual Osler prize among schoolchildren in the town. One of the highlights of the evening was the unveiling of a magnificent oil portrait of Sir William, painted by a local artist, Kenneth M J Tryon (Figure 4) , which now hangs in the Town Hall. The occasion inspired the former Pipe Major of the Dundas Pipe Band, Mr George Sherriff, to compose a 6/8 March entitled 'Tribute to Sir William Osler of Dundas' for that the most complete of musical instruments, the Great Highland Bagpipe.
Other Dundas memorabilia
A short distance from Dundas and close to the marshes of Coote's Paradise stands McMaster University and its associated Health Sciences Centre. Alas, the hospital did not use the Osler eponym, but the Chedoke-McMaster Hospitals donated an achievement award in the form of a silver cup to be used at the discretion of the town. In 1984 an antique car rally was held, which attracted a large number of entrants, the winner in an old Ford becoming the first recipient of the award. A young country like Canada needs not only a history but a mythology to create a sense of national identity. The town of Dundas with its recognition of its most famous citizen is taking a lead in this regard.
Osler in Scotland Dundas, as Scottish readers will recognize, is a Scottish name, probably as the late W C Watson" suggested originally meaning South Fort (Gaelic dun-sfort, deas=south). It is, therefore, of interest to record Osler's connection with the Scottish medical schools. It is perhaps not so well known outside of Edinburgh that in 1900 Sir William Osler was approached to apply for the Professorship of Medicine in Edinburgh. Osler was clearly keen to be appointed, 'I tell you frankly I would rather hold a Chair in Edinburgh than in any School in the Englishspeaking world'. However, he was not successful, but was later appointed to the Regius Professorship of Medicine at Oxford, England'<. There is an interesting letter from Sir James MacKenzie on Osler's failure to be appointed in Edinburgh, which is recorded in Alan Mair's biography", 'I had a few weeks ago a visit from that precious soul John Thomson of Edinburgh and our one sad refrain was why did Osler not go to Edinburgh. I would have been there too in all probability. How fortunate your students have been in having such a teacher!'.
Osler also ran as a nonpolitical candidate for the Lord Rectorship of Edinburgh!", and came a respectable third behind Winston Churchill. A wall of a building in Lindsay Place opposite Candlemaker Row, Edinburgh, apparently carried a slogan painted by Osler's supporters for some 65 years, before the building was demolished11.
Osler opened the new Pathology Institute of the Royal Infirmary, Glasgow, where Dr John H Teacher had just been appointed director in 1911 3d • At that time he gave his famous address on the function of a pathology department within a hospital:
'the place where the teaching is done, where ideas are nurtured, where men dream dreams, and thoughts materialized into researches upon the one great problem that confronts the profession in each generation -the nature of diseaser"
Later he delivered a paper on hypertension-" in the Faculty Hall (of the Royal College or University") at a meeting of the Glasgow Southern Medical Society'".
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Osler on the summit So it was that a schoolboy hellion from a sleepy little town in Southern Ontario became the greatest physician since Hippocrates. Sir William Osler was not a Gael, but of Cornish extraction: he would not have understood the words of the Gaelic proverb, but would have approved the sentiment, as he himself always stood on the summit: Anail a'Ghaidheal, air a'mhuliach,
